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Purpose of session

ÅUnderstand:

ïpopulations that are being surveyed by states

ïcriteria states are using to determine representativeness, 

ïcomparison data states are using for the analysis

ÅUse sample data to:

ïidentify issues and determine if sample response data is 
representative of the population (according to various 
populations surveyed) 

ïdiscuss potential improvement activities



The Early Childhood Outcomes Center
3

What does it mean that C4/B8 family 
survey data must be representative?

APR Requirements: States must

ÅEnsure family survey data are valid and 
reliable

ÅDetermine if survey response data is 
representative of the characteristics of the 
population of children whose families are 
surveyed
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Challenges

Challenges identified through APR analysis

ÅWhat criteria to use in determining 
representativeness

ÅWhat comparison data to use in the analyses 

ÅHow to analyze the data and make conclusions

ÅWhat improvement activities to use in 
addressing issues of representativeness
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Variations in Target Populations
# States Criteria: Families who

29 were enrolled in Part C at the time of the survey, or during a 
specific time period

13 were enrolled in Part C and receiving services at least six months

4 had exited the program and had participated in services for at 
least six months

3 had exited the Part C program during a specified period

3 met a combinationof criteria (some in sample were enrolled and 
some had exited)

2 received services 9 or more months (1 state) or 12 or more 
months (1 state)

2 states did not report on criteria for the population
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Criteria Used for 
Representativeness

# States Criteria

40 Race/ ethnicity

25 Region/ 
geography

14 Gender

12 Age

6 Time in services

6 Other 
(including 
Medicaid elig, 
program size)

5 Prim disability/ 
eligibility

45 Reported on 
represntvnss
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Combination of Criteria
Criteria to Determine Representativeness # States

Race/ethnicity 9

Race/ethnicity, geographic region 9

Race/ethnicity, age, gender 3

Race/ethnicity, age, geographic region 3

Race/ethnicity, gender 2

Geographic region (urban/rural, etc.) 2

Race/ethnicity, age, geographic region, gender 2

Race/ethnicity, age, length of time in program, other 2

Race/ethnicity, geographic region, gender 2
11 states each used a unique combination of criteria to determine representativeness
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Data Used for Comparison  

ÅThirty-seven states reported a source of 
comparison for representativeness 

ÅData sources included:
ïChild Count data: 11 states

ïState data (unspecified source): 12 states

ïProgram population data: 8 states

ïTarget population: 1 state

ïUnable to determine: 5 states


