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Being preparedééé.

Â When the child outcomes data become 
available, how will we talk about the 
data with:

Â The media

Â State legislators

Â Families

Â Early intervention and 619 providers

Â Other key stakeholders in your state
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In this workshop, we willé.

Â Discuss key strategies and approaches 
for organizing your information for 
presentation to media and the public.

Â Brainstorm possible questions you may 
be asked and possible responses. 
(Activity #1).

Â Practice preparing a news release. 
(Activity #2).
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Being prepared meansééé.

Â Think ahead about how to talk with the public 

about the data.

Â Write out the specific messages you want to 

make (an internal ótalking pointsô memo).

Â Develop a 1-2 page fact sheet that 

summarizes the findings and your messages.

Â Use public dissemination opportunities to get 

out key messages that will educate the public 

about your programs, their benefits.
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Being prepared meansééé.

Â Identifying key spokespersons.

Â Being thoroughly familiar with your 

stateôs data.

Â Practicing your talking points with 

individuals who are not familiar with the 

program.
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Crafting the messagesééé

Â Provide the context (Federal reporting).

Â Use the ECO Center Q&A document** to 

explain:

Â What are the child outcomes

Â Why we are measuring and reporting outcomes

Â The overarching goal of children being active and 

successful participants

** Q&A is on Web site under ECO Resources -

http://www.fpg.unc.edu/~eco/pages/faqs.cfm) 
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Crafting the messages (cont)é.

Â Point out that this is the second year we 

have outcomes data:

ÂñThese are early data, phasing in data 

collectioné..ò

ÂñWe only have data on a some of the 

childrené..ò

ÂñThese are data collected since February 

of 2007ééò

Â Other statements?
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Make sure to point outé.

Â ñWe expect the quality of the data 
themselves to get better from year to 
yearééééò

Â ñWith more and better data, we will have 
better information to understand how to 
improve our programs across our stateé.ò

Â ñWe think that the real importance in these 
data is how they can help us to improve our 
programs across the stateé.ò
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Remind your audience that this is 

just the beginningé..

Â ñWe will have more data 
next yearé..ò. 

Â ñWe are looking forward to 
having more and better data 
as time goes by.ò

Â ñAnd we are looking forward 
to seeing how these data 
can help to increase public 
support for these programs 
and to improve them.ò


